
SUMMER 2015
IMMANUEL BIBLE CHURCH

SPRINGFIELD, VIRGINIA

At a recent meeting of the Immanuel Bible Church Pastoral 
Staff, an AP news article entitled “Study: Americans 
Becoming Less Christian, More Secular” was distributed 
and discussed.  The article contained the results of a recent 
Pew Research Center survey and indicated that the largest 
growing faith group (or in reality “non-faith group”) were a 
segment of the population called “nones.”

According to the survey, between 2007 and 2014, Americans 
who fall within this category that describe  themselves as 
atheist, agnostic, or unaffiliated with any faith grew from 
16 to 23% of the population; while at the same time those 
describing themselves as Christian declined from 78 to 71%.

Now before you go shopping for the latest style in sackcloth 
and seek out an environmentally sound ash pit in which to 
sit, let’s remember some truths that can be helpful when the 
latest Pew Survey casts a less than fragrant aroma before us. 

1. The glory and majesty of Christ are not diminished by 
polling data.  Unlike politicians, the Risen Christ does not 
react to what people think or feel about Him.  Jesus had a 
fabulous opportunity to enlist the following of a rich young 
ruler; but when he encouraged him to sell all that he 
had and “come and follow me,” the wealthy young man 
turned on his heals and high-tailed it out of there.   Jesus 
did not run after him. He did not seek out a 1st century PR 
expert to improve the messaging of His ministry.  Jesus 
continued to proclaim His Kingdom.

2. Not everyone who labels themselves a “Christian” is in 
any sense of reality a true follower of Christ.  Our “pray a 
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prayer,” “check a box,” “walk an aisle” North American 
evangelistic culture has forgotten the words that Jesus 
gave to His disciples – “And he said to all, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
save it (Luke 9:23-24).  Following Christ is a daily journey 
that is lived, not a label to be misapplied. 

3. The Apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 3:1-7 provides a vivid 
description of the heart condition of the world as we enter 
the “last days.” All of our knowledge and understanding 
and technological and medical advancement do not have 
the ability to correct the sinful heart.  Only Christ can fix 
that. And finally,

4. We have a responsibility to advance the Great 
Commission now, more than ever. An incremental 
increase in the “nones” should not diminish our efforts 
to make Christ known to those who are sinking in the 
secular quicksand of our culture.  

As you enjoy the warm months of spring and summer, try to 
find ways to spread the light of the gospel to those God brings 
your way.  Let’s introduce some “nones” to Jesus!

Blessings,

 

Steve Holley   
IBC Pastor of Ministries
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Alex HAirgrove, PAstor-
cAndidAte for single Adults 
& MeMbersHiP connection
Alex was born and raised in Longview, Texas.  After 
graduating Pine Tree High School, he joined the Marine 
Corps.  After returning from a year-long deployment to Iraq, 
a friend confronted Alex with the truth of the Gospel and that 
was the means by which Alex came to know Jesus Christ as 
his personal Lord and Savior at 23 years old. He served for 
ten years at Camp Lejeune and Headquarters, Marine Corps, 
Washington, D.C. 

While attending the singles Sunday school class in 
Jacksonville, NC, Alex met his wife, Stephanie.  They were 
married in 2007 and welcomed their daughter, Annemarie,  
into their family last year.

Alex completed his Bachelor’s degree in Religion from Liberty 
University in 2011, and his Masters of Divinity in Pastoral 
Studies from Capital Bible Seminary in May 2015.

In 2013, Alex accepted the position of Director of Young 
Adults, later the Pastoral Associate for Young Adults, 
at Immanuel Bible Church, and has been serving in that 
capacity since.

Alex is an avid Dallas Cowboys fan, and begs you not to hold 
it against him.  He enjoys anything that gets him outside and in 
nature.  And some day he hopes to finally hit a homerun for  
the church softball team.

student Ministry 
trAnsitions
The Elders of the Next Generation Council are excited to 
announce that after conducting a nation-wide search, we 
have selected as our new Director of High School Ministries, 
Ryan Francis from Edwardsville, IL.  Ryan, his wife Joyce, 
and daughter Zoey will report for duty at IBC on July 
1st. Ryan is a recent M. Div. graduate from The Master’s 
Seminary in Los Angeles.  Although we received resumes 
from a number of candidates, Ryan’s gifting and experience 
stood out from the rest.   Ryan was recently invited to speak 
at the Middle School and High School retreat in mid-April 
and the feedback that we received from students, youth 
volunteers, and leaders who attended was completely 
positive.    

With the hiring of Ryan Francis as the High School Ministry 
Director, Dan Crabtree will transition to serve as the Director 

of Junior High Ministry for the upcoming school year.  Dan 
also plans to be married this summer and will be enrolling in 
the Master’s Seminary extension campus at Immanuel this 
fall.  He will also continue to provide music for our Sunday 
evening ministry. 

Kara Walker will continue in her role as the Student 
Ministries Program Director as well as continuing her 
ministry to the young women of Immanuel Student Ministry.  
We look forward to a great year of ministry.

We would also like to thank Dale Pinkley and Chris Gleason 
for their service for the past two years in teaching and 
leading our Immanuel Middle School students.  We 
appreciate their commitment and love for the future leaders 
and teachers of the church.
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The Master’s Seminary classes are designed to prepare 
pastors and church leaders for ministry by equipping them 
in theology, Greek and Hebrew, expository preaching, and 
pastoral ministry, and they will prepare the students for 
strategic Christian ministry. The campus will offer an M. 
Div. degree, which will take 3-4 years to achieve. 

What kind of resources do we anticipate IBC will 
need to commit? Personnel, equipment, new video/
conferencing equipment etc. 

Many of the classes will utilize advanced technologies 
to virtually take students at the extension site into the 
classrooms in Los Angeles. Through a video-conferencing 
format with multiple HD screens (one showing the 
professor in Los Angeles, and the other showing the 
content/board/power-point) students will find that the 
classes are fully interactive. These classes will replicate 
as near as possible the on-site experience in Los Angeles. 

We don’t anticipate committing any Immanuel 
personel, but see a modest investment in new equipment. 
That equipment includes video conferencing, cameras, 
and HD screens to be used by TMS, but owned by the 
church. Outreach and Missions Ministry would likely use 
the set up as well.

How many classrooms will we need to provide?
Pending WASC* approval, the semester will begin 

August 26 and end December 19. A full-time student 

will be in class on Tuesdays from 1:30-8:30 pm, and 
Thursdays from 1:30-5 pm. Immanuel will provide one 
classroom per class, and at most two classes at a time. In 
year one (and probably year two) only one class at a time 
will be needed, possibly in the A100 wing.

Utilizing our classrooms, would there be some type 
of revenue sharing plan with TMS? 

There is a revenue sharing plan developed by TMS. The 
church will not be losing any money on this. There is an 
initial investment fee that is fully repaid, then tuition is 
shared between the seminary and the church. 

Why Immanuel Bible Church?
A critical component to TMS education is the spiritual 

formation that occurs through fellowship and church-
service. All TMS students are required to be active in 
their own local churches, and to underscore this, all TMS 
classes are held on the campus of a church that models a 
biblical philosophy of ministry for the students.

TMS graduate students are a part of Grace 
Community church life. Will there be a similar plan 
here, or will students commute and attend their own 
home church?

Students will attend their home churches, and be 
discipled by their pastors there. Of course, we’d love it if 
all of them would move to IBC!

THE MASTER’S SEMINARY EXTENSION
at Immanuel Bible Church

teAcHer And grouP leAder 
trAining
If you are a teacher, whether in an Adult Bible Fellowship, a 
men’s or women’s gathering, or any kind of small group, you 
need to know how to teach the Bible for life change.  You 
need to know how your Bible study preparation integrates 
with lesson preparation.  You need to know how to fix 
lessons that are too dense, and let’s face it, boring.   If 
nobody talks in your group, how can you get them more 
involved in the learning process?  What are some general 
group dynamics that can make or break your time together?   
Good teachers will assume the responsibility for these 
things; but great teachers know how to address and resolve 
these challenges.

Teacher and Group Leader Training is a six-week overview 
course, taught on Sunday mornings to help answer these 
questions and more.  It will cover general principles, 
methodology and techniques to incrementally improve your 
teaching ability.  You will discover resources that will help 
you grow as a teacher, as well as encouragement from other 
participants.  The course is taught by Bob Hartman, Pastor 
for Adult Education & Groups, and two sections are available:  
8 am beginning on June 14 (B207), and 11 am beginning 
on June 21 (A207).   The course is free but class sizes are 
limited, so registration is required.  Register at ibcva.com/ibi.  
For more information contact the Adult Education & Groups 
office at 703-813-1955; ibi@immanuelbible.net.  

tHe MAster’s seMinAry 
extension At iMMAnuel bible 
cHurcH
The Master’s Seminary will open its first ever extension 
campus this fall, in the Washington D.C. area. A significant 
opportunity has arisen that will enable the seminary to 
provide the high level of pastoral training the school has 
become known for, on-site, and in partnership with several 
TMS graduates in the region.

Classes will be held in varying formats; some will be 
fully-integrated through HD video and real-time two-way 
communication with the main Los Angeles campus, enabling 
students in Washington D.C. to fully participate in learning 
and discussions. Other classes will be taught in-person, by 
TMS professors on-site at the extension.

The classes are designed to prepare pastors and church 
leaders for ministry by equipping them in theology, Greek and 
Hebrew, expository preaching, and pastoral ministry, and 
they will prepare the students for strategic Christian ministry. 

Students will receive the same caliber of education and 
discipleship that they would in Los Angeles, but for many, 
this will enable them to remain in the D.C. area and continue 
with their ministries to local churches. Prospective D.C. area 
students may apply at tms.edu/apply.

Many of the classes will utilize advanced technologies 
to virtually take students at the extension site into the 
classrooms in Los Angeles. Through a video-conferencing 
format with multiple HD screens (one showing the professor 
in Los Angeles, and the other showing the content/board/
power-point) students will find that the classes are fully 
interactive. These classes will replicate as near as possible 
the on-site experience in Los Angeles. 

We don’t anticipate committing any Immanuel personel, but 
see a modest investment in new equipment. That equipment 
includes video conferencing, cameras, and HD screens to 
be used by TMS, but owned by the church. Outreach and 
Missions Ministry would likely use the set up as well.

THE MASTER’S SEMINARY D.C. CAMPUS

Jesse Johnson, Dean 
jjohnson@tms.edu

Jamie Jackson, Online Education Facilitator
jjackson@tms.edu 

More information on the Master’s Seminary Extension 
at Immanuel and enrollment application can be found online

http://www.tms.edu/dc-campus/
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FIELD NOTES FROM GRANADA,
NICARAGUA

We got an early start today, had to dig our own mud pits and 
prep the site, but we got a good formation at about 60 feet and 
got it cased tonight. Here’s where it gets good. I love these trips 
because you get to watch God work in a way you don’t normally 
get to see. 
In the hygiene training, a woman told Greg Horn that it was a 
blessing that we had come, as there was a sickness going around 
and people couldn’t stop vomiting and having diarrhea. We were 
needed here instead of the other site. I read through Job 38 on 
the way back, and he even talked about us there: 

Job 38:37-38 Who by wisdom can count the clouds, and who 
can tip over the water jars of heaven, when the dust hardens 
into a mass, and the clumps of earth stick together? 

Bottom line? God is in control. Do not worry, do not be 
discouraged, do not lose heart. God will accomplish His plans, 
and will not waste any of your labor. 
We dedicate the well tomorrow, and then leave for Managua. 
The sounds... The hourly whistles of the security guard at night, 
the geckos squawking, palm trees brushing the house, the smell 
of wood fires (mixed with trash fires), the constant sweat of 85-
90° temps AND high relative humidity, mud in places you can’t 
describe, great friends you just met a week ago, animals large 
and small milling around as you drill, and clean water for people 
whose only option before now was a dirty, washed out river or a 
well that was NOT clean.

Eric Robertson

 We are so blessed. Finished the well,
 shared the Gospel, celebrated with
 beautiful people.

SHORT TERM OVERSEAS 
MISSIONS PROJECTS.
Each year, Immanuel Bible Church offers 
unique opportunities to make an impact all 
over the world through STOMP trips. By 
choosing to make the most of your vacation 
time on a mission trip, you can reach out to 
people who have little to no contact with 
Jesus Christ. God wants us to show Jesus’ 
love to all peoples; to engage in service to 
them and to be a walking witness of the reality 
of Christ.
 
This summer, pray for our STOMP Teams as 
they deploy to Nicaragua, Trinidad, Rwanda, 
and Eastern Europe.
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PRESE�SIMMANUEL BIBLE CHURCH
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

“Who are you l istening to?”

PRESE�SIMMANUEL BIBLE CHURCH
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

“Who are you l istening to?”

FY 15/16 Budget Proposal
 Overall decrease this year of .86% or $52,677 
 1.5% increase for salaries 
 Overall salaries remain flat and benefits decreased by 

2.86%
 Health insurance premiums increased by 2.62%

FY 15/16 Budget Proposal
New Staff Positions:
• Full Time Middle School Director
• Full Time High School Director
• Pastor of Singles Ministry & Connection

MeMbersHiP 
Meeting 
scHeduled for 
June 14
As part of our evening service on June 
14, the elders have called a membership 
meeting.  At this service the members 
of Immanuel Bible Church will affirm 
the budget for the 2015-2016 fiscal 
year. Included in this newsletter are 
highlights of this year’s budget.  Also, 
members of the Finance Committee 
will be in the Atrium between all 
morning services on May 31, June 7, 
and June 14 to answer any questions 
you might have.  If you have any 
questions about the budget, feel free 
to directly contact Executive Director 
of Operations & Finance, David Leach 
leach@immanuelbible.net.
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vAcAtion bible 
scHool June 22-26
MORNING PROGRAM
9:30 am–Noon
Theme:  “The King of the Jungle”
Age:  4 years old by 9/30/15 through entering 
3rd Grade

EVENING PROGRAM
7:00–9:00 pm
Theme:  “My Heart Radio” 
Age:  Entering 4th  through Entering 7th Grade

REGISTER ONLINE AT IBCVA.COM/VBS



FY 15/16 Budget Proposal
Staff Eliminations:
 Pastor of Care & Counseling 
 Lead Teaching Pastor Intern 
 Part Time Hispanic Director 

FY 15/16 Budget Proposal
Compensation, Benefits, and Payroll Taxes decreased by 

$23,795

Ministry Expenses decreased by $28,883

Building loan interest expense $230,686, principal
payment $270,314 and debt retirement $499,000 

Pastoral
11%

Music
6%

Missions
16%

Adult Education
2%Family

3%

Next Generation
10%Singles

4%

Care & Counseling
5%

Other
3%

Facilities
15%

Administration
8%

Operations
11%

Debt
8%
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FY 15/16 Budget Proposal

Salaries, 
$3,158,800, 

45%

Benefits, 
$818,125, 11%

Ministry 
Support, 

$2,093,364, 
30%

Debt 
Retirement, 
$1,000,000, 

14%

Cost Allocation

IBC Building Debt

 $4,700,000
 $4,800,000
 $4,900,000
 $5,000,000
 $5,100,000
 $5,200,000
 $5,300,000
 $5,400,000
 $5,500,000

3 yr payoff 4 yr payoff 5 yr payoff
Current Track

Interest
Principal

Weekly Need for Debt Pay Down

 $-
 $5,000

 $10,000
 $15,000
 $20,000
 $25,000
 $30,000
 $35,000

3 yr paydown 4 yr paydown 5 yr paydown
Current Track
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