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Great is the Lord, and greatly to
be praised!
As a youngster, my parents taught me this simple prayer to say 
before each meal. With folded hands and my cute little toddler-like 
voice I’d say… 

“God is great, God is good; and we thank him for our food. 
AAAA-men!”

Usually, while saying that prayer, my mind would quickly transition 
from thinking about God, to thinking about the food. It was kind of  
like the main subject of the prayer – “The greatness of God” – was  
being superseded by the direct object of the prayer “the food.”

Just having confessed of driving off of the clearly marked 
theological path at so early an age, as the years go by, the more 
I marvel at the greatness and goodness of God. Whether it is 
evidenced in the majesty of His creation, or in the strength and 
guidance that His Word provides, or in the life that “once was lost, 
 but now is found,” God’s greatness and goodness is overflowing.

As a church, we too have seen God’s greatness and goodness touch 
us in special ways. The Word of God is being preached and taught in 
various venues with power and authority and, as a result, our lives 
are being changed. Despite economic hardship and the struggle of 
sequestration and furloughs, our congregation has given sacrificially 
with generosity and joy. 

In the past 20 months, thirty precious infants have been added to our 
nursery; AND seven more are on the way. We have seen the Spirit 
of God work mightily in the lives of those in our flock who are suffering 
with physical pain and life-threatening disease. Although they suffer, 
they cling to Christ praying that His will and His purposes be 
accomplished in their lives for His glory.

As we continue on in our mission of “building believers 
to the glory of God who seek Him constantly, serve Him 
faithfully, and share Him boldly,” let’s always remember 
to acknowledge the greatness and goodness of God. 
For He alone is worthy! AAAA-men!

Steve Holley
Pastor of Ministries 
Expecting Great Things through Christ

BENEATH THE 
CROSS



Sunday night Service
Beginning Sunday, September 8 at 5:15 pm, Immanuel will 
be hosting a Sunday evening service featuring prayer, 
praise, and a study of God’s Word. This service will be 
led by Lead Teaching Pastor, Jesse Johnson. Various 
contemporary and theological issues will be addressed at 
the Sunday evening service, as well as occasional Q & A 
sessions between the congregation and the pastor. Don’t 
miss this great time of ministry. Plan on taking your children 
to AWANA at 5 pm and then joining us at 5:15 in the Atrium. 
Childcare will be provided from birth–2 years old.

38,500 mileS
This past summer, 111 people participated in Immanuel 
Bible Church-sponsored, Short-term Outreach Missions 
Projects. This year we invested our people and their 
efforts to the inner city of Washington, DC; Clay County, 
Kentucky; the island of Trinidad; Granada, Nicaragua; the 
Navajo and Apache Reservations in Show Low, Arizona; 
Buenos Aires, Argentina; and in Rwanda, East Africa. This 
summer Immanuel Bible Church STOMP teams covered 
over 38,500 miles in sharing the hope of Jesus Christ in 
each those places. 

Lynn Smith led the evangelism efforts of the 2013 Rwanda 
Medical Mission team, which resulted in 130 people indicating 
first-time decisions to put their faith in Jesus Christ. Students 
who participated in the Washington, D.C. missions trip are 
shown here cutting up tomatos at Kitchen DC. This year, 
Music & Worship Ministry sent their first-ever missions team 
to the island nation of Trinidad–36 individuals from age 
8-70. Venture Young Adults Ministry sent a team to Granada, 
Nicaragua, partnering with Living Water, International.

vBS lookS Back and 
planS ahead
In June, our K-Station Children’s Ministry tried something 
different and exceeded expectations. By moving the 
annual Vacation Bible School ministry to a date in late 
June, they were able to ease the K-Station summer 
calendar with splendid results. 487 children were 
impacted with the Gospel of Christ during that week and 
were encouraged along the way by 267 adult volunteers. 
Next year, VBS Week at Immanuel will be taking place the 
last week of June 23-27, 2014.  



SeaSon of Service 
proJectS 
On Saturday, October 19, Immanuel will be hosting another 
Season of Service. All are invited to participate in this 
day of service – the old and young, the married or single, 
family or friends – as we serve and help others in our 
local community. Several of the projects and locations 
from last April’s Spring Into Service will be repeated: 
Leewood Nursing facility, the Capital Area Food Bank, 
and Great Lunch giveaway in D.C. have already been 
scheduled. A number of smaller projects suitable for family 
participation such as assisting the elderly or disabled in 
our congregation with special home projects that can 
be accomplished on that day, are also on the agenda. 
Participants are asked to register online at ibcva.com/sos.

fall advance
Men of Immanuel are heartily encouraged to mark their 
calendars for the October 25-26 “Men’s Advance” at 
Camp Horizon. Guest speaker for this two-day event 
will be Pastor Bob Lepine, Vice President and Chief 
Content Officer for FamilyLife Ministries. Look for retreat 
registration information on the website, ibcva.com/men. 

Student miniStry goeS Back
to School
Students start off the school year September 
11 with an 80’s-themed night. Small groups 
begin September 18. The Middle School 
Retreat at Camp Joy El in Pennsylvannia has 
been scheduled for October 4-6 and the High 
School Retreat will take place November 
8-10 at Camp Horizons in Virginia. 

BiBle 
StudieS 
kick-off
Immanuel has a variety of 
Bible study groups during 
the week that offer a place 
to study God’s Word together 
with a group of friends willing 
to encourage and support 
one another. In the Women’s 
Ministry, several groups meet 
on the Immanuel campus 
as well as in homes in the 
community. There are both 
morning and evening groups with childcare available for 
most that meet at Immanuel. Men’s Ministry has a group 
study that meets on Tuesdays (Men of the Bible MOB) 
and Thursdays (Solomon’s Porch). Several men’s small 
groups meet in the community (Springfield, Burke, and 
Potomac Mills areas) during the week.
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mark your calendarS

evening WorShip Service BeginS 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 5:15 pm 

SeaSon of Service 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 19, 9 am

thankSgiving day Service 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 10 am 

chriStmaS By candlelight 
concertS 
Presented by the Worship Choir, Orchestra, 
Drama & Dance Ministries

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 7:30 pm

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 7:30 pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2:00 & 6:00 pm

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 6:00 pm

Free tickets will be available online & in our 
Bookstore in mid October. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 
Christmas Eve Services 5:00, 7:00, 8:30 pm 
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