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A PLACE FOR CHANGING 

LIVES

One of the next steps for Immanuel Bible Church in preparing to become 

a training, resource, and ministry development center is the completion of the 

building project. By fully maximizing the facility at 6911 Braddock Road, 

diverse ministries will have the space and resources needed to fulfi ll the 

purpose of “Training on the Corner to Reach the Community for Christ.” The 

greater building capacity will facilitate scheduling more training classes at the 

times most convenient to the congregation, such as additional Immanuel Bible 

Institute courses on Sunday mornings. 

At the heart of Immanuel’s Phase III building improvements is the enclosure 

of the present courtyard to create the new Atrium, which will be a multifunc-

tional central “hub” of church activity. If the Worship Center is the focal point 

of “Seek Him Constantly,” then the new Atrium will be our center to “Serve 

Him Faithfully.” With room for cafe tables and casual seating, this dramatic 

space will offer opportunities for fellowship and conversation in an unhurried 

environment. Ministry opportunities, class sign-ups and enrollments, and 

registrations, which have taken place for years in the crowded Glass Breezeway, 

will fi nd their home in the large and welcoming Atrium. Equipped with a 

portable stage and fl exible seating options, the Atrium will provide additional 

space for hosting receptions, mid-size events, and seminars.



Entering the Atrium through glass doors from the Nar-

thex, your eye will be drawn upward to the ceiling fi ve 

stories above. The stepped structure of the rising ceiling 

will be refl ected in the repetition of exposed open-web 

trusses, which will span the 65-foot space. During the day, 

natural light will stream in through a series of stepped-roof 

clerestory windows, and at night, dramatic stage and envi-

ronmental lighting will transform the room into the perfect 

setting for weddings, concerts, and other events which 

require that special sense of ceremony.

On the exterior, the roof structure enclosing this space 

will rise to a height of 60 feet in a multi-level terraced 

rhythm towards the center. Arising from this central bay 

will be a simple steeple shape that soars dramatically sky-

ward to a height of 112 feet, terminating in a tall slender 

cross. This roof form will give the church an unmistak-

able and commanding visual presence at the intersection 

of Braddock and Backlick Roads. Day and night, it will be 

instantly recognized as a church. 

Since the Atrium space is to serve many uses, it has 

been designed for fl exibility, so that it can function as 

either an informal meeting and refreshment area, or as a 

more structured conference, performance, or worship cen-

ter. Seating capacity for this 7,800 square foot space will 

range from 400 to 600, depending on the type of function. 



To create a spacious transition area from the front of 

the building to the new Atrium, the design calls for re-

moving several walls and opening up the Narthex. An 

inviting vista will lead directly into the Atrium from 

as far away as the main entry doors, and elevating the 

ceiling throughout the Narthex will eliminate the pres-

ent closed-in, tunnel-like feeling. Movable glass panels 

will form the wall between the Narthex and Atrium 

and allow for easy fl ow between the areas. Carpeting 

and marble tiles will help to defi ne the Atrium spaces, 

providing visual connection to the Narthex and the 

Worship Center. 

In the Narthex, large fl at panel monitors placed 

near the Braddock and Backlick entrances will give 

late-comers or parents sitting with infants the opportu-

nity to see and hear the Sunday morning sermon with 

greater clarity. 

As we seek God’s blessing for the implementation 

of our new Strategic Initiatives, we anticipate substan-

tial growth. Out of this expectation comes the vision 

of seeing the new spacious Atrium become a place 

where mid-sized “Community Groups” of connected 

and accountable IBC members meet periodically to 

actively encouraging one another to reach out into their 

communities through involvement in activities (clubs, 
VENTURE MISSIONS TRIP TO MACEDONIA
A child marvels at his new tie-dyed t-shirt. A group from our young adults min-
istry, VeNture, participated in activities at a Vacation Bible School in Skopje, 
Macedonia.



government, service groups, etc.) and the development of home-

based small groups for the purpose of boldly sharing the good 

news of Jesus Christ in their neighborhoods.

A remodeled two-story Glass Breezeway will serve to con-

nect the upper fl oors of the current 200 and 400 wings (renamed 

B wing and C wing, respectively). This added hallway will 

reduce congestion between the education wing and the church 

building. Large store-front windows will frame the pleasant 

landscaped interior courtyard. 

The Immanuel Christian Bookstore will see several modifi -

cations during this renovation. The fl ow through the bookstore 

will be improved by adding a 400 square foot bay window to 

the Braddock side of the room to match the existing bay window 

area. New customer seating will provide a comfortable and re-

laxed area in which to look over books and other merchandise. 

The Bookstore offi ce will move to the end of the Bookstore 

(near the soccer fi eld), and a new covered entrance with a ramp 

will facilitate shipping and receiving. Perhaps the most signifi -

cant improvement to the Bookstore will be replacing the con-

crete block wall along the 100 wing corridor with store-front 

glass windows. 

Extensive improvements are planned for the Gymnasium. 

Perhaps the most important change will be the installation of a 

resilient new fl oor with embedded graphics (forever replacing 

the taped AWANA circles) and guidelines for basketball. New 

elevated, retractable bleachers along the east wall of the Gym 

will offer improved seating and additional equipment storage 

space underneath. An upgraded sound system as well as new 

lighting will greatly improve the stage, which is used by many 

ministries throughout the week as well as on 

Sundays. 

Acoustical improve-

ments will be provided by 

dampening and a sturdy 

Tectum drop-in ceiling 

with inset lighting. 

GROUND BREAKING CEREMONIES THROUGH THE YEARS
From 1971, when we broke ground to add the education wing on our fi rst building, 
located at 7210 Braddock Road, through additions to our present building, Immanuel 
has continued to expand to meet the needs of it’s growing congregation. 



CROSS-SECTION OF THE ATRIUM

Metal trusses cross the open space in the soaring atrium and provide 
support for theatrical lighting.  Three video-projection screens line 
the wall above the stage. 

“Changed for life is how I came home, not only was I learning to help the people around me to seek God but I 

sought God in ways I can’t describe. Letting go can be the hardest thing in life , God touched my heart so hard 

that the tears of pain that streamed down my face started off as pain but once they slid off they were tears of joy. 

All God wants is for you to open the door let him in and simply have a personal relationship with him.” -MP



Storage areas on the second level at both ends of the  

Gym will be elevated to the levels of the new “A” and “B” 

wings, and outfi tted with permanent walls and new lighting. 

Classroom space has been signifi cantly increased (by 

27%); several areas will feature not only larger single 

classrooms, but ones that can be opened up with movable 

walls, joining them together into large community rooms. 

These rooms will offer meeting spaces capable of accom-

modating groups up to 150 comfortably. They will be 

equipped with enhanced lighting, projection, and audio 

systems.

The additional classrooms will provide the extra room 

needed for teaching, training, and the development of 

interns and volunteers. With this increased classroom 

space, we will be able to create “learning environments” 

on Sunday mornings for targeted audiences, such as 

parents of elementary-aged children. “Union Station,” 

the Children’s Ministry’s new learning experience for 

parents and children together, is such a program, and it 

depends upon the expanded facility. 

Immanuel Christian School, particularly the middle 

school department, will also be able to use the new class-

room space to plan and implement creative learning 

programs and enable us to stay competitive with other 

private and Christian schools in the area.

SENIOR HIGH MISSIONS TRIP
Students use crafts and conversation to engage with 
children and their mothers during an outreach project 
in Mexico.



FIRST FLOOR PLAN

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIPS TO AFRICA
More than 75 students have served on short-term summer missions 
projects with our strategic partnership to Ghana. 



Student Ministry offi ces will be relocated to a new suite on 

the second fl oor of the B wing (currently the 200s). A second 

fl oor walkway will provide easy access between the new offi ces 

with the Student Union, Room 411. Six small breakout rooms 

will be shared by student ministries as well as Immanuel Chris-

tian School for their Discovery Program during the school week. 

The Immanuel Christian Middle School Offi ce will be re-

located to the second fl oor B wing. Moving the middle school 

classrooms and offi ces to the second fl oor will enhance security 

by keeping school classrooms and activities separated from the 

rest of the church building.

As part of the project expansion, designers plan to add a cel-

lar under the Atrium and enhancements to the Worship Center. 

The new cellar will give Immanuel an additional 7,800 square 

feet for offi ces and much needed storage. The Communications 

and Audio/Visual/Lighting (AVL) Department will move their 

offi ces to the cellar. The AVL department will include a fully 

equipped recording studio and adjacent editing and control 

rooms. Construction of ministry offi ces and Media/AVL rooms 

will provide much needed support to our growing ministries, 

and will facilitate use of state-of-the-art technology when com-

municating our message. 

A new four-stop elevator located in the A wing hallway near 

the Gym will provide access to the cellar storage area (approxi-

mately 2,000 square feet).

In the Worship Center, we will replace the dark wood and 

brick look, brightening up the space with lighter paint and 

increasing house lighting capability. New wall-wash lighting 

along with additional theatrical lighting with brighter fi xtures 

will increase our ability to properly light the stage and perfor-

mances. Safety considerations  have been addressed with the 

addition of a catwalk to access the lighting fi xtures.

The audio and video capabilities will be greatly enhanced 

with the goal of even and clear sound (speaking and perfor-

mance) across the Worship Center and balcony.  A digital, 

pre-programmable, computerized  sound 

board with enhanced amplifi cation, 

controls, and speakers will be installed 

“Missions trips change peoples life. It was amazing how mine changed.” TC



URBAN IMMERSION WASHINGTON, D.C.
Urban Immersion and Outreach Ministry, teaming with the Center for Stu-
dent Missions, has had over 50 individuals participate with local ministries 
and helping organizations that are reaching out to the poor and needy of 
Washington, D.C. 
 

and a sound balancing done.  Enhanced video and recording ca-

pability will be supported by a renovated and improved sound 

booth and the recording studio located in the new cellar.

Approximately 650 theater-style seats will be installed in 

place of most of the pews on the main fl oor.  The remaining 

pews, as well as those in the balcony, will be re-upholstered 

and refi nished to match. 

God’s timing was just right for me to try a new experience last fall and participate 

in the Urban Immersion weekend to deepen my understanding of inner city ministry. 

After the weekend of feeding the needy, interacting with children at an after-school 

facility, and talking with the homeless, I couldn’t help but think of how  blessed we 

are in our suburban community and at the same time think of the opportunities to 

serve that still await us “across the bridge”. -DW



VENTURE TRIP TO NICARAGUA
Young adults from VeNture, working with Living Water 
International, drilled a well in a village near Leon, 
Nicaragua.  Team members also conducted classes in 
sanitation and hygiene. 

Exciting things are happening at Immanuel! Consider 

how you and your family can have an impact not only on 

our local community through the Building Up – Reaching 

Out program, but also an impact through out the world as 

we encourage and equip one another to serve Christ.

Please contact us for more information regarding 

Immanuel programs and ministries. 

IMMANUEL BIBLE CHURCH

6911 Braddock Road
Springfi eld, Virginia 22151-3602

703.941.4124
www.immanuelbible.net 



TRAINING ON THE CORNER 

TO REACH THE COMMUNITY FOR CHRIST


